xvi.]                  THE LUCKNOW AFFIDAVITS.                     261

"the main circumstances. I then told him that as he
" was a party so much engaged in the event, and the
" disposition of those in power at that time in England
" was not favourable to him, I doubted whether his single
" narrative would gain complete credit to the facts which
" he asserted; I therefore advised him to authenticate
" those facts as strongly as he possibly could. The only
" means of doing that that suggested themselves to me,
" were the having them verified by affidavit. He then
" asked how it was to be done, and demanded of me
" whether I would take such affidavits, to which I
" assented/3

It was at first proposed that Irnpey should go to
Allahabad as a convenient place for the purpose, " but in
" the course of that conversation Mr. Hastings having
" described the Begums as being in actual rebellion, I told
" Mr. Hastings that if that was the fact I thought their
" intervention was an offence to the Government of the
" Nabob" (i.e., of Oudh), " and that he had a most
" undoubted right of seizing the treasures of those
" persons who were employing them against his state.
" Mr. Hastings had told me that he thought the welfare
" of the countiy committed to his charge, and his own
" reputation depended upon the treaty of Chunar being
" carried strictly into execution ; that he was apprehensive
" the mildness of Mr. Middleton's temper would prevent
" him from urging the Nabob effectually to carry it into
" execution; he therefore proposed to me instead of
" going to Allahabad, where it was first intended, that I
" should go to Lucknow; and besides taking the affidavits
" I was to acquaint Mr. Middleton with the conversation
" which had passed between Mr. Hastings and me with
" regard to the Begums, and urge him to see the treaty